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The author discusses and reviews child-rearing 
literature prevalent in many modern home libraries. In 53 volumes on 
various aspects of child-rearing, there 5'- a noticeable lack of 
discussion on who should bear the direct i ponsibility for raising 
children, with only two books covering the topic. About half the 
books do not have any discussion at all of sex roles in parenting. 
The remaining half can l^e arbitrarily placed on a contimuum from 
those which unquestionable validate the usefulness of strict sex-role 
delineation in parenting, to those which assume its usefulness and do 
not even bother to discuss the issue, to those which openly question 
the value and basis for assuming differences between the behaviors of 
mothers and fathers. The author offers his own conclusion on 
parenting which, abbreviated, is that "children are not a mother's 
responsibility, nor a father's... they are parents' responsibility." 
He notes that enough energy has been consumed in the search for the 
differences between men and women, and fathers and mothers; it is 
time to search for similarities. (Author/PC) 
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. . A KATHI'R'J GUIDE TO PARFHT CUX0E3 

John D. DeFraln 
University of V/isconaln 

There are nore than fifty books or the market today for parents. 
Literally r.illicrs of words have been written by pediatricians, psycholociatSi 
social v;crkerS| .educatorS| and others on how to raise children* As a parent 
and professional in family studies I've had more than a passing interest in 
these matiy voluneS| and in recsiit yea4's have begun io collect them* The shelf 
I devote to nopular child-rearing books is now a long onsi and bulges almost 
weekly with new additions. T collect them casuallyi unacademicallyi in the 
manner of a parent browsinp for somethinp to read^on how to survive life's 
most demanding endeavor* The books on ny shelf were not found in the cata- 
ccnbs of the praduate library, but in the booknooks, bus depots, and newsstands 
that distribute them by the thousands to American homes* For this reason, th« 
list of books I have compiled is probably quite representative of those books 
readily available to most literate parents, though the list may not be exhaustive 
of the penre* 

In my research on androgynous parenting patterns I make freouent visits 
Into homes to irterview couples* The overwhelming ma.lority of these middle- 
class nurents exhibit a handful of popular chlld-rearinf books on the coffee 
tables and bookshelves of their living rooms* As one young mother notodj 

Well, like my mother, when I was pregnant and talklnr about what 
do you do with a baby, she said, 'Ch, you'll know* It Juat comes 
to you*' '/elll It doesn't, folksl 
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And sc, this parent as countless others hustled on dovm to the boolcnook| 
bus •ie^'ct, cr newsstand T was frequenting. She bo »g;ht a few volumes on 
how tc live with kids, curled up, read a bit, ana came to the sad conclusion 
that "rost of the .ooks written or, child-rearinf assume that the mother will 
be re«irir.r the child." I found this hard to believe, but after poring through 
every book I could ret my hands or 1 have ccme to the same conolusion« Though 
nearly two-thirds of the books are written by men, the vast majority of the 
authors operate t'rom the unwritten but oft-times oi vioua assumption that father 
is little npre than a rlcrified breadwinner— a shininp and occasional visitor 
to the Inr.er circle of emotional warmth and support provided by mother. I^br 
nest cf these writers, mothers raise children, and that is reasonable and 
rocd, 

i-Yom the berks on my child-rearinp shelf I can cull literally hundreds 
of discussicrs or bedwetting, sparking, breastfeeding, whining, disciplinci 
babysitters, impetigo, pin worms, and the like. If you want to know how to 
talk "childrenese," how to play with your child, how to communicate with your 
child, hew to co:e with your child, or how to {ive your child a superior mind, 
[ can reffir yoj to the pror^er texts. I can direct you to more admonitions to 
Ifve your rhild than T care to think about at this point. And, if you wish 
to hfjar of "the awesome responsibility of parenthood," T can show you chapters 
and verses. But as one working-class rather once said to me about awesome 
resr^cnsibllitics, "As a parent., I'm always painfully aware of my awesome 
responsibilities I I've had proteasionals and their 'awesome responsibilities' 
right ut> to here!" 

T*iefore the audience writf 3 n.e off as a gnarled cynic and serious niis- 
anthrone, T had best rote my feelings on chile-rearing books in general: 
Their vast quantities threaten to wipe out all specied of trees in North America, 
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but most are well-meaning and well-done. F^w authors set out with the 
Herculear poal of witinp about every 3ub;1ect and issue they felt of import 
to rarents. Mo.it limited their discussicns to specific topicS| such as 
ccrruricfiticni adolescercei health| behaviori or development* The sins I 
believe they have committed then are Itis of commission than (plssiont In 
fifty-three volumes on various aspects of how to raise children, I found only 
two discuss irns cf what I would subiectively label one of the most important 
issues that confronts parents today— who shall bear the direct responsibility 
for raisinp children. 

About half the books do not have any discussion of sex roles in parenting 
at all* These are bocks that are either dealinp, with specific aspects of 
child-rearin^i or are written to parents in a manner which does not in some 
subtle or ret sc subtle manner imply that mothers are responsible solely for 
the day-to-day care of children. Gender is not a consideration in these books^ 
ar.d all mention is carefully deleted, leaving it up to parents to decide issues 
of resporsibility. 

The remairrp half of the parentirp guides can be arbitrarily placed on 
a cortinuum from those which unquestionably validate the usefulness of strict 
sex-role delineation in parenting, to those which assume its usefulness and 
do rot even bother to discuss the isoue, to those which openly questioti the 
value and basis for assuming differences between the behaviors of mothers and 
fathers • 

Ruxbaum in Your Ohil d Makes "enae states that "it is true both for 
ariinals and men that the mother has the task to take care of the young 
(3uxbaun, l?h9t P» 156)." .Sometimes, however, due to differert circumstances 
the roles of mothers and fathers nay be reversed. The reversals may be 
ac<;eptable to the narents, but it is confusing to t\.j children and dtsirablt 
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to revert "tc the more 'natural' situatlop (Buxbauw, 19U9, p. 1?7)." 

!r >.lld tehavlor Hp and Awes arpue that the father has toe often 

*'V^er exrected tc rlay the role of second mother Instead of his own special 

role"! thus I many of 'tis own personal needs are disrefarded in ordar to 

r.a:<e him "a better father (Ilg »r AmeS| 1955, p. 215)." 

'{ifrht it not be preferable, for instance, for him to have 
a little relaxation at the end of a busy day at work, a 
tine tc read his paper and to relax a little before he 
."<oins the family rroup and meets its demands upon him? 
(Hp Ames, 195?, P. 215). 

The authors see father's role as essential to the development of children, 

but supplementary to that of the mother. "Above all, It should be Kather'e 

role ,^30-' disciplinarian, to b«qk up Mother's policies illg ^ Ams, 1955» p«.21d). 

The paterral and maternal roles are complementary! father provides fi^nnness and 

understanding, while mother provides pentleness and understanding. Both are 

essential ingredients for a stable family. 

To Oinott in Between '^arent and Child a father is a person who needs to 

rel#x when he cones home from work, while mother tends to dinner and the 

children. Ginott takes an almost wistful view of the world of oldt 

Ir former times, mother represented love and sympathy, 
while father personified discipline and morality. The 
^ children, especially the boys, derivod their conscience 
mair.ly from him. It was the internalited imaf:e of thr 
father that warned them apainst teinptations and scolded 
them for trarspresnions. Thus, father served as a link 
beUrt-«r the family ard the world. 

In the roderr. family, the roles of mother and father 
are ro Icnrcr distinct (Ginott, 1?65, p. 201). 

This indistinct world we live in leads to problems, accordinp to Ginott. 

Vany fathers welcome new opportunities for closer contact with their infants, 

brinpirp up "the danper that the baby may end up with two mothers, rather than 

•;ith ^ moth*T and a father (Oinott, 1965, p. 201)." And, while there should 

"!.e flexibility for persona of either sex to find fulfillment in any occupational 
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rcle, "life is easier wher. ""cat :ner ar.d women are not encaged in mutual 

1 

ccrretiticr and rivalr>' (Oinett, 1<?6$, p. 209)." Father then, to_l-inott, 
is the rrctectcr of the child "apainat threats from the outer world, apain at 
ffars from the irrer world, and apainsi overprotection by mother (Cirott, 1965, 
p. 201). 

If. How To .taise a Human Being Salk and Kramer ask^ rhetorically, **I8 there 
really any adequate substitute for a warm, responsive mother (Salk ^ Kramer^ 1969, 
r, 29)?" Cr.e nirht easily reply, "Yes, a warm, responsive parent." In 
•.'fhat fverv Child ''fould Like His Barents )< poy Salk argues that fathers who have 
beer, actively involved in the care of their younp childrcri have a better 
reiatif ship later or than th-)se who have not. The primary role in child 

■ ■ —J 

^are, hcwever, is still reserved in Balk's mind for the mother. No reason 
is river as to why this should be so. He does note that "a good father is a 
little bit like & irother (Salk, 1972, p. 3^)," and that fathers act as models 
for children of what husbands are and what fathers are. But it is never clear 
^lU3t how a father differs from a mother. 

3rafelton in Irfants ard i^others argues that many fathers are not part of 
the family, ard.henoars the. ticticn that the another has become the pmoticnal 
head.. 

In Natural Parenthood Le3han brinps the purportedly hopeful inesaape to the 
reader that our "some tijr.es rebellicus, often sloppy and forgetful, occasional 
really rauphty boy will some day be a mature, responsible 'doctor, lawyer, Indian 
chief," and that his younger sister, "the one in blue .jeans who loses her nittensj 
ferrets to feed thft dog, refuses to help with the dishes, and can't sit still, 
the cr»i who's hair is always flying in all directions— she's going to be an 
excellent honeniaKer, wife and -lother, community worker (L«3han, 1970, p. 89)," 
Father will help in the development of daughter by making her feel "womanly 
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(leShar, l'=70, p, 69)," though, apaln, m are piven no umlerstandiriK of how 
t^.ia differs frcn fecllrp "manly." Le^ihan in On "Hew Uo Your Children Crow?" 
exrresies erthuaiasn that fathers have been liberated in the past few years 
tc V« able to enjoy irfant care, but should not be Ibrced to participate if 
they cc ret wish to* Ihe fails to rote that women, for some inexplicable reason, 
haw r.c such chcice in the matter* 

Clshaker ir. '^at Shall Tell the Kids? pleads for more paternal involve- 
nent ir child-rearing, but there is no question in his mind of *'the infant's 
need for a sitiple -lothering figure to take care of him (Clshaker, 19/1, P* 26)*" 
fathers reed to realire that while their work may be difficult it is a diversion 
that nothers do rr t have* They should do wtiatever they^cjm to relieve mothers 
cf drudgery In the evenings and on weekends, helping with dtnpers and occasional 
feedings* And, if fathers «re understanding and helpful toward their wives, 
"womer rray feel better about caring for their childrer and enjoy them more 
(Clshaker, lf'71, r* 27)*" 

Rutherford crnterds that children need both a "mothering" person aiid 

a "fathering'' person, though he also fails to note how they should differ* 

If you are a father who shares actively in the care of his baby, 
who plays with hir, bathes him, carries him around, the bond 
between you becomes very strong (Rutherford, 1971, p* 17$)* 

The father's closeness and friendliness has vital effects on the chnracters 
ani lives f^t his cnildrer, Rutherford concludes, but offers no f?x|>larw«tion* 

The r^^lack %ild — A Parent's Cuide discusses the special problems of 
raising black children ir a white-dominart society* The authors, Harrison- 
Boss and ''yden, contend that the black father p 'ays an important role* tiy 
stayir.r arcund and taking part in rearing^ his children, he negates 

• **any tendency of the mother tc* cut her sons down* It's up 
to his wife to encourage him to do this* Instead of shooing 
hijn ctit of the house, she should do her damndest to get him 
to stay around and be k true father to his children (Harrison- 
less '/yden, 1973, p**239)« r-. 
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A father teaches his sor about "the man's world where he's poinp to take his 
rlacei" ard that "mer's worlds ard women's -wo^rlds aren't necessarily so 
different (Harriscr.-Rc33 U Wyden, 1973| P. 239)." 

In The i'>feling Child Janov argues that during the critical early months 
cf an ir rant's development fathers should pet some kind of leave from work to 
»".elr mothers "attend to the most important Job in the world* •• helpinf: a new 
r.umar beirp pet the best chance possible in life (JanoV| 1973| p* 207)*" He addSi 
however, that, 

• r 

The '.'rir.en's Liberation Movement has many important things jo 
say about equality between the sexes. But there is no way a 
rar can truly 'mother' his child. He can certainly share 
and oor.tribute a preat dealj but he cannot breast feed the 
raby in the first year of life, and I believe this experience, 
with all the softness, holding, and love surroundinp it, is 
crucial ir the prevention of neurosis (Jarov, 1973| p. S07). 

Jarcv says he has heard professional women planning to return to work soon 

after the bab/ is born by hiring professional household help* 

I cannot exnross strongly enough ny contempt for ii\ia sort 
of mctherhcod* If a woman is not planning to do mothering 
ir. the true sense, she shouldn't become onel (Janov^ 1973| p* 207) • 

Tr lr» ^arerts Bad fo£ Children Blaine argues that parenthood may be an 

cvervfhelrirr burden in nary cases, and proposes that the "responsibility for 

the urbrirring cf children ahtuld be a shared one (Blaine, 1973, p. I'l?)." 

Extraordinarily, he fails to cor aider that husbands might share in the 

responsibility with wives} instead, he states that, 

Parents should have an opport nity to delegate the care of 
their children 'to others who are trustworthy and capable 
frcr. the hours of eight in the morning until six in the 
ewrinp, six days a week, eleven months a year (Blaine, 
1973, p. 1)4^'). 

It is quite clear that Pitrhugh Dodson's first child-rearing manual. 
How to "arent , is written for mothers. "When you become a mother," he begins, 
"you Join the ranks of an absolutely unique, twenty-four-hour-a-day profession 1 
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t parent 'Dcdscr, 19''0, p, 21)," He conmardi that "Thouph Shalt Kot let 

father Ifrore the baby (Codson, If 70, p, 70)." Rather has a crucial role 

to in pivinp nreschool boya the physical interaction and rough-housing 

they reed. And, fathers display the tenderness and softness a little 

rirl needs "to enccurare her coquettishness and femininity (Dodson, 1970, p; 179), 

Dodson does rot advocate father takinp mother's place in feeding and b»irping the 

baby, ^'ivlrf hir '^is bath, or changing his diapers, though he does recommend that 

father be icrowledreable in these areas and help occasionally. It singly "would 

not bo psychologically healthy for the family to have father come hone from 

his day's work ar.d be expected to take over as a full-time mother until it ia 

time for him to go to work the next day (Dodson, WO, p. 71). « 

Vith remarks such as these as background, I found nyself not particularly 
hopeful when this year Dodson came out with what he proclaims to be "the first 
truly comprehensive guide for fathers (Dodson, 197U, dust Jacket)," How to 
father . In it he urges fathers to get involvea with their children from the 
berinring, but warns that though there are aspects of parenting where both 
sexes can equally contribute, "Cne parent cannot tiossibly play both roles," 
for "the feminine role of the mother is different from the masculine role of 
the father (Dodson, 1971*, p. 9)." For OodWi, male and female strengths 
co-plement each other, and the weakness of one are born successfully by the 
strengths cf the other. Fathers are around to compensate for the overprotec- 
tiveress of mothers | fathers help boys through the Cedipal oonplex, and provide 
a model of nar.hood for both sons and daughters. Richard A. Gardner, the Columbia 
nsy hcanalyst, notes in the foreward to Dodson 's book that "almost unconsciously, 
wary witers of such manuals have composed them with the ^other in mind (Dodson, 
I97li, r>. xiii).!' This criticism can bo levelled at Dodson, alao| the thought 
never seems to cloud his mind that men should do anything but go dutifully to 
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wcrk Ir tV crrinf, leavlnf wcwn to stay home with tht> chUdrpn, ttie 

world l£» orderly artd I'eat, and no other poaslbiiitica aeem to exist. 

3roc<, of .^curae, is the superstar of child-carc manual writers. His 

^9b:r gtnd "hi Id C^re is into its twenty-fourth printinp, and is easily the 

hes'.-^ellir.r bock for parents, loock has taken a lot of criticism from 

'erir ^s'.s for his remarks or. sex roles. Perhaps his most derided words 

cone frrm his early views on "The Father As Companion (Spook, 1968, p. 321). «_ 

Girls reed fathers, too, he noted, after writing of why friendship and paternal 

acceptance were Important to boys. 

*^he doesnH exactly pattern herself after him, but she pains 
confiderce in herself as a pirl and a woman f^om feeling his 
approval. T»n thinkirf of little things he can do, like com- 
niinentirr her on her dress, or hairdo, or the cookies she's 
.nade. V.'hen she is older, he can show her that he's interested 
ir her oniniens and let her in on some of his (Spock, 196r, p. 321). 

Snock encctirapes fathers to get in^'olved with the infant from the bepincing. 

ut. 

Of course, I dcn't mean that the father has to give just as 

many bottles or chanre Just as many dii^ers as the mother. Rut 

it's fine for hiTn to do these things occasionally (Spock, 196A, p. 31)* 

In other sections cf the manual, fa theirs are urged to share in the discipline 

of children, and help the young boy in the resolution of his Cedipal Complex* 

But, all in all, it is clear in Baby and Child Care that Spock is not willing 

or ready to genuinely confront the issue of responsibility for children. Though 

Srjock anolopifes in the bepinning of the book for the pender of the proncuns 

he emryloys, babies throughout still are hea, parents, by and large, are shes, 

nediatricians are hes, and nurses are nhes. The world is very simrle. 

To 3?)0ck»3 cedit, however, he has had the humility to take criticism 

and rethink his positions. In his latest book on child-rearing, he contends 

that "the father— any father—should be sharing with the rriother the day-to-day 
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care cf their children from birth onwtrd (Spock, 197l», p. 2I42)." Whereas the 
vast majority of rreviotia books relepatc fathers to almost a symbolic level 
of strenpthi courape and rower, Spock urpee in his new book that men becoma 
Ir.^/olved ir the essences of parent-child relationships— "explaining, directing, 
rescuirp, comfortlnR, correctinp (Spock, 197U» p« 2li2)." Father is no more tht 
firurehead, no ir.cre the defender of innocence; instead, he is involved in the 
rcll-up-ycur-sleeves nitty pritty of child-rearing. When father is at home 
ir. the rorrinp. In the evening, and on weekends, Spock contends he should put 
ir as much tine as tne mother on child care, whether or not the mother works 
outside the home* And, Spock adds, "the father should take rn a fair chui k of 
the h.;ijse chores, toe (*^pock, 197'i, p. 2)42)," includinp shopping, cooking, 
clearlrp, and washing clcthes. This work should rot sirnrly be done out of 
ccrsideration for the -"other, but to show that the father corsiders child 
care and housework as "vital, worthy, and challenging as his Job (Spock, 
1^7U, p. 2U3)." 

Reparding sex role differentiation, he says it is hard to imagine 

what would be left of male and female identities "if boys ard girls were 

brought up with the idea that- the only real differences between them (aside 

frcn Irrll-rlfiual Hif fererces) were in their anatomies and in their pem'rative 

furcticrs ^"r.ock, 197)i, n, ?5?)«" Roys and girls would probably net bocome 

less sure of th'jir basic, nredominarit sex identifications if we atop innklnp 

an issue of how different they are supposed to be In terms of clothea, play- 

thlr.ps, behavior, and life expectations. Though he is r.ot sure what the 

res'Jlts would be, he does not sMirk from thoughts of beginning a major 

ex^er mert on a natirn-wide scale t 

ether societies assign roles to men and women that are quite 
urllke ours. »3ut no country I know of has tried to bring 
them up to think of themselves as similar. Such an attempt 
would be the 'nost unprecedented social experiment ir the 
history of our snecies (Snock, 197'i, p. 252). 
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"It*s tlrei'* ^ock concludaS| 'Tor the society to become more adapted to 

huir.ar. weds (3pock, 197l4| p. 252) 

Church in (JnderatandinF Ycur Child flrom Birth to Three presents a unique 

and viable approach to child-rearirg by considering not only the individual 

psycholcpical aspects of parenting| but Exploring those aspects outside the 

rea?jn of the immediate familyi including; the society as a whole* Meni he 

arfuesi should share m the housework and care of the childreni "not only 

bec^iuse such sharint^ will ease the woman's burden but also bf.^cause it can 

bring deep emotional gratifications for the father ana his child (Church, 

19*731 T)« 231)*" This ideal of shared responsibility in homemaking is not easy 

to obtaini he warns, but it remains for him an ideal to strive for* If both 

oarents work full time cutside the home, there is a problem of who will look 

after the children* They are faced by a day's accumulation of housework on 

return from a day's work outside the home* And, the sex- typing of their early 

years has prepared most women for only a narrow range of oQcupations nnd dls* 

Qualified most men for child care, cooking, sewing, and housekeeping* 

A new division of responsibilities requires that we redesign 
. our sex roles, vhich may mean a shattering of present work 
nattems, habits of thought, and deeply ingrained attitudes 
(Church, 1973, n* 231)* 

For Church, the eight-hour work day is not sacred, and he goes on to 

discuss the many problems couples who wish to share child-rearing responsibilities 

will be confronted by--! r. flexible ,1obs, child-care, scheduling, in-grained 

attitudes, and others. The solutions, he admits, are not easily come by, but 

his thoughts carry the reader farther out onto the edge of the realm of 

possibility than any other author. The family is not observed jLn vacuo i 

rather, the forces of society that serve or impinge on the rights and responslbllltlts 

of parents are also considered* 
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Ir v-Titirp a child-care marual, many an author is careful to explain 
why hk or she has chosen tc add to the already horrendcusly long list of 
titles* It seerta incredible that whatever one could say for parents on 
.nlldren has rot been said at least a doten tines before in print* But 
many writers mar ope tc .iustiiy their new words i gently castigating 
their predecessors for not gettirp to the poii t, overlorking important data, 
or ignoring ar iinportant aspect altogether, lot to break tradition then, I, 
in ccrelusicni offer up a few words on parents that I believe need to be saidt 

The burdens of child-rearing are too preat to place on the shoulders of 
rcthers alcre* Countless •'rif ■ •-.yo -o' ■■. mt, f: ;ite eloquently how devastating 
this rcund-the-clcck, seven-days-a-week, year-in-year-out responsibility can bw. 
•iar.y men are q ick to counter, con.lurir.g up the deadliness of the working world* 
"The guy who wins the rat race is still a rat," Vfilliam Sloane Coffin pointed- 
ly rotds* !. either motherhood nor fatherhood as they exist in our traditional 

/ 

r^rthos are clearly enviable* 

The benefits of child-rearing are also too great to be the sole 
possession of mothers* Many fathers have told me of the loneliness they 
suffered from being "a stranger in ny own home," how they scaled down 
their occunatlcnal efforts to bficome more involved with their children, and 
of the Joy they experienced to be "part of the family apain*" I question 
vfhether this is a phenomenon isolated to the liberal elements of the middle- 
class, for I have talked to many working-class fathers with similar feelingi, 
such as the postal worker who was taking a 3l50 cut in pay to pet off the 
"grave yard shift" in order to see his children more* "It won't be easy petting 
alonp without that extra money, but we have some saved," he reasoned* His 
wife, rybviously hapny at the prospecti added that "we have a bip parden this 
year ar.d we'll do a lot of oanrinp*" 
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Childrer are not a mother's r: -^pc^nsibility, nor a father's. They 
are parents* resporsiblllty. This Is ** to be construed as a defensei 
Ir ar.y way, cf a status quo which calls a father a parent simply because 
he provides money for food, shelter | and clothing. Pathersi In this 
nor -traditional view, are not fulfilling their resporsibilities to their 
children unless they take an equitable share of the child-rearing burdens 
ard benefits from their wives. And they are not fulfilling their responsibilltief 
to their wives until they offer the genuine opportunity for women to pursue 
a career of their own or a way to identify themselves outside the imriediate 
context of the family. 

To do th's, however, will not only take a major revolution in the way 
individuals view the family, but 'will take massive reorgariitation of society 
itself, which, at nresent, is designed to keep women at home and men at work, 
Emplcvers must build in a flexibility in ,1obs to fit the desires of the humans 
that hold them. Part-tijne work must be made more plentiful and lucrative. 
?rcfes3ioral chi^>care must be improved. These chan|£;«s, of course, will be 
difficult, but recessary if we wijh to make it possible for people to have 
fenuine freedom in determining who they art and who they hope to b«come* 

Professionals may contribute to these changes by thinking abcut the 
irequitles of the society as a wholsi as well as dealing with the problems 
of fanilies cr ar ir dividual basis. 

Reflecting the values of the culture from which they apring, moat of 
the books cn child-rearing assume that we all, as good parents, want to 
jocialife our bcv'j Into "masculine" beings, and our pirls into "feminine" 
btlAga* Hare, however, is there a discussion of what it meatis, precisely, 
to be a woman, and what it means, precisely, to be a man. Cranted, of coijriOi 
there are obvicus physiological differences, but rton there the basic "natural" 
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dif»>rer.ces are infinitely harder to chronicle. Even norc rarei as I iioted| 
is a dcwr*to-bras3-tacks discussion of how men and women can explore to|<;eth^t 
V7a*'s of freeinp themselves from a questionable destiny as father or mother 
to beccre, iratead, narents, Enouph eneppy has been consumed in the search 
for the differences between men and women, fathers and mothers. It is time 
to search for the sirilarities. 
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